Primary pulmonary sporotrichosis complicated by perirectal abscess.
A 48-year old, retired mounted policeman was followed for 4 years through 4 hospitalizations for progression of his bilateral, cavitary lung disease. His sputum was always negative for acid-fast bacilli and fungi. Subsequently, a painful perianal swelling appeared that was incised and drained of purulent material. Five years after first seen, sputum and rectal drainage revealed Sporothrichum schenckii in many cultures. Serologic evidence of sporotrichosis was also present. With amphotericin B therapy, the patient showed marked clinical improvement. Unfortunately, he died from an episode of acute respiratory failure. Although most patients with primary cutaneous or primary pulmonary sporotrichosis are horticulturists, the writers believe that this disease should be considered in any undiagnosed, chronic, cavitary lung disease, even in the absence of this occupational history.